COLECTIVO HUACHUMA

September 18, 2024

Collective Statement from the Curanderos and Curanderas of North Peru on the
State of Conservation of the San Pedro Cactus, their Traditional Knowledge,
and the Use of Wild San Pedro by Foreigners

Huachuma, or San Pedro, is a sacred plant for the Indigenous and mestizo communities of northern
Peru (Tumbes, Piura, Lambayeque, La Libertad, Cajamarca, Amazonas, Ancash, and Lima). The
knowledge and traditional uses of the cactus have been declared Intangible Cultural
Heritage of the Nation by the Ministry of Culture of Peru. With a presence of 10,600 years in
Andean cultural history, the cactus has been fundamental to the traditional medicine of ancient
cultures in an uninterrupted lineage to the present.

San Pedro grows wild in the Andes of central and northern Peru, where dozens of varieties with
distinct cultural relationships have been identified. San Pedro has been cultivated since pre-
colonial times, and the plants grow easily from cuttings and seeds. Today, the spineless varieties
are cultivated throughout Peru as protectors and guardians.

The Peruvian Ministry of the Environment considers the two main species of San Pedro,
Echinopsis pachanoi and Echinopsis peruviana, to be “endangered.” Experts have known
about the cactus’s conservation issues since at least 2006, although written reports of its decline
date back to 1981. Despite the efforts of local and regional governments, the overharvesting of
these plants continues.

The principal threat to wild plants is human overexploitation. Other important factors affecting
their populations are cattle grazing and agriculture; mining and infrastructure development; and
climate change.

San Pedro cacti have extremely specific water, temperature, and elevation requirements, which
means that their wild habitats in the Andes are small and fragmented. From our investigations over
the past 5 years, we estimate that less than ¥ of San Pedro's wild habitats in Peru are still well-
stocked.

Currently, most of the San Pedro cactus ingested in and around Cusco is collected using
unsustainable practices from wild areas in Lima and Ancash. Furthermore, these wild stocks are
the main source of exported San Pedro. The trade of fresh plants in Peru and their dried form,
commonly called “San Pedro powder” or “San Pedro chips,” exploits the Indigenous communities
of these areas. With an average price of just $3 USD per dry kilo, the cactus is being cut
unsustainably while its communities of origin live in extreme poverty.
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Meanwhile, historical overexploitation in northern Peru has led to the near extinction of the San
Pedro cactus in many habitats, leaving traditional healers with no connection to their ancestral
plants. Increasingly, they are forced to use cultivated plants or plants brought from other localities,
which breaks their connection with the spirits of the land, a connection that for 4,000 years has
been mediated by the reciprocal relationship with their local wild San Pedro.

Huachuma Collective (Colectivo Huachuma) is an alliance of community leaders,
curanderos, and curanderas from across the endemic habitat of San Pedro, who work
together to protect, conserve, and regenerate cactus populations while uplifting Andean
communities economically and spiritually.

We are a Peru-based non-profit association in the process of becoming a Non-Governmental
Organization (NGO). Our projects include donating plants to Indigenous communities, creating a
seed bank, supporting elderly healers, and educating children about their cultural history with the
plant. You can find our full constitution at huachumacollective.org.

1. Huachuma Collective calls on practitioners of San Pedro ceremonies in Peru and around
the world to stop using wild San Pedro and instead start cultivating the plant en masse
from cuttings and seeds.

2. Huachuma Collective calls on practitioners of San Pedro ceremonies in Peru and around
the world to recognize and honor the Andean communities of North Peru as the
traditional guardians of the medicine, past and present, and to engage in reciprocity
with those communities by giving back financially.

3. Huachuma Collective opposes the use of commercial “San Pedro powder” or “San

Pedro chips,” which exploits Andean communities and does not represent a sacred
harvest or an honorable use of wild San Pedro.

The people who benefit from Huachuma have a responsibility to the plant and to the traditional
peoples who have been forgotten in the gold rush of psychedelic tourism.

Signed,

Curanderos and Curanderas of North Peru and Allies:
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Josip Orlovac Del Rio Chaclacayo, Lima
President, Cofounder, and Projects Director, Huachuma Collective
Felipe Edgar Pereda Llanos Chimbote, Ancash

Secretary, Cofounder and Director of Arts & Culture, Huachuma Collective; Cultural Advisor of the Indigenous
Community of Chimbote and Coishco; Maestro Curandero

Simeon Castillo Abad Ayabaca, Piura

Director of Herbal Heritage, Huachuma Collective; Maestro Curandero

Alberto “Nachi” Lopez San Pedro de Casta, Lima
Director of Indigenous Communities, Huachuma Collective; Maestro Huachumero

José Garcia Correa Huancabamba, Piura

President of the “Asociacién de Maestros Curanderos de Medicina Ancestral y Ecologica De Las Huaringas —
Huancabamba ”; Maestro Curandero; Director of Cultural Conservation, Huachuma Collective

Laurel Anne Sugden Montana, United States
Executive Director and Cofounder, Huachuma Collective; PhD Candidate, University of British Columbia
Pedro Duberly Guerrero “Matarita” Huancabamba, Piura
Maestro Curandero

Melesio Chasquero Sahuanga Salala, Huancabamba, Piura
Maestro Curandero

Flavio Sahuanga Zurita Salala, Huancabamba, Piura
Maestro Curandero

Eugenio Camizan Garcia Salala, Huancabamba, Piura
Maestro Curandero

Roman Chasquero Zurita Salala, Huancabamba, Piura

Fiscal of the “Asociacion de Maestros Curanderos de Medicina Ancestral y Ecolégica De Las Huaringas —
Huancabamba”’; Maestro Curandero

Juan Manuel Melendrez Garcia San Antonio, Huancabamba, Piura

Maestro Curandero

Hector Castillo Abad Ayabaca, Piura

Maestro Curandero
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Henry Alberca Castillo Huancabamba, Piura
Cultural Promoter

Walter Cérdova Cérdova Chalaco, Morropon, Piura
Maestro Curandero

Hugo Cérdova Torres Morropén, Piura
Maestro Herbolario

Cristobal Rojas Espinoza Chiclayo, Lambayeque
Maestro Herbolario and Expert in Artes del Curanderismo

Vicente Nolasco Alejandria (deceased) Chiclayo, Lambayeque
Maestro Curandero and Expert in Artes del Curanderismo

Ramén Fernandez Julca Ferrefiafe, Lambayeque
Maestro Curandero

Victor Llaguento Chero Salas, Lambayeque
Maestro Curandero Espiritista and Medico Naturista

Julia Calderon de Avila Moche, La Libertad
Maestra Curandera; Heir of El Tuno

Luis José Avila Calderén Moche, La Libertad
Maestro Curandero

Luis Omar Nique Meléndez Buenos Aires, La Libertad
Maestro Curandero

Percy Manuel Valladares Huamanchumo Huanchaco, La Libertad

Environmental Activist and Cultural Defender; President of the “Asociacién de Rescate y Defensa del Apu Campana,
Santuario Ecol6gico y Arqueolégico de La Libertad ”

Antarki Guerrero Huanchaco, La Libertad
Maestro Huachumero

Régulo G. Franco Jordéan, Ph.D. Trujillo, La Libertad
Archaeologist, Head of the National Archeological Park of Machu Picchu

Julio Saul Pérez Julca Magdalena de Cao, La Libertad

Maestro Curandero
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Carlo Brescia Seminario

Cultural Promoter and Documentary Filmmaker; Director of the Cultural Association “Vasos Comunicantes”

Marcos Sergio Castillo Garay

Spiritual guardian of entheogenic plants

Cecilia

Spiritual guide

Martin Loarte Valenzuela
Maestro Curandero

Carlin Wynaywayna

Maestro Huachumero

Luis Rodriguez Huaman
Maestro Curandero Huancabambino
Duffieldo Falcon Alva
Maestro Herbolario y Naturdpata
Victor Estrada Cervantes
Chakaruna

Javier Paz Valdivia “Sampi”

Maestro Huachumero

Juan de Dios Garcia Gonzales “Kucho”

Maestro Huachumero
Susana Knize
Promoter of cactus conservation

Douglas Sharon, Ph.D.

Profesor emérito de antropologia

Ana Mariella Bacigalupo, Ph.D.

Anthropologist, SUNY
Ivango Maradiegue

Huachumero
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Huaraz, Ancash

Chavin, Ancash

Chavin, Ancash

Chavin, Ancash

Tingo, Amazonas

Carabayllo, Lima

Cono Norte, Lima

Cusco, Cusco

Pisac, Sacred Valley, Cusco

Machu Picchu, Cusco

Cieneguilla, Lima

British Columbia, Canada

Huanchaco, La Libertad

Huanchaco, La Libertad
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Leoncio Mosquera Huatay
Sacerdote Andino, Tupac Inti Churi
Juan Eduardo Bances Lluncor
Maestro Curandero

Wilmer Fernandez Herrera
Maestro Curandero

Rolando Berra Castillo
Maestro Curandero

Eugenia Werner

Visionary Artist

Tito La Rosa

Sociologist and Sound Healer
Mallku Aribalo

Spiritual Guide

Anthony Henman, Ph.D.
Anthropologist and Writer
Salomo6n Chozo Bravo
President of the Association of Maestros Curanderos | Kon Tuc
Rubén Nolasco Solano
Curandero

Aurelio Pintado Abarca
Maestro Curandero

David Remigio Facundo
Maestro Curandero

Aldo Damian Sanchez
Maestro Curandero

Manuel Remigio Huancas

Maestro Curandero
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Cajamarca, Cajamarca

Tucume, Lambayeque

Chiclayo, Lambayeque

Jaen, Cajamarca

Pisac, Sacred Valley, Cusco

Carhuaz, Ancash

Cusco, Cusco

Matucana, Lima

Tlcume, Lambayeque

Chiclayo, Lambayeque

Chulucanas, Piura

Jaén, Cajamarca

Tdcume, Lambayeque

Huancabamba, Piura
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Reynaldo Tapia Barturén

Herbalist

Luzmila Goycochea Miranda
Master of cartomancy and palm-reading
Pepe Cajusol Ruiz

Maestro Espiritista

Pedro Cabrera Chamamé

Maestro Naturista

Segundo Gilberto Rosell6 Santos
Maestro Curandero

Augusto Urmeneta A.

Perfumer, Representative of Colonia Carifio
Marcelo Chavez Abanto

Perfumer, Representative of Colonia Carifio
José Chozo

Maestro Curandero

Ciro Flores Cajusol

Maestro Hechizero Pactado

Edgardo Saul Lopez Ortiz “Edsaul”
Maestro Curandero Espiritista

Ibony Ruiz Nima

Maestra Curandera

Jose Luis Sandoval Chucchucan
Maestro Curandero

Wilson Alejandro Morillas Yep
Maestro Curandero

Heinz Plenge

Photographer
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Lambayeque, Lambayeque

Monsefu, Lambayeque

La Raya, Tucume, Lambayeque

Chiclayo, Lambayeque

Jaén, Cajamarca

Lima, Lima

Lima, Lima

Tambo Grande, Piura

La Raya, Tucume, Lambayeque

Sullana, Piura

Arequipa, Peru

Chiclayo, Lambayeque

Magdalena de Cao, La Libertad

Chaparri Conservation Area, Lambayeque
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Adine Gavazzi Switzerland
Anthropologist and Researcher; Member of the UNESCO Chair of the University of Genoa

Kathia Villar Quevedo Cajamarca, Cajamarca

Association of Mental Health and Integrative Medicine

Percy Bazan Carrera Cajamarca, Cajamarca

Q’inti Songo Neuropsychiatric Center

[In progress]
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Resources:

Gomez Guerrero, RESOLUCION VICEMINESTERIAL N° 000252-2022-VMPCIC/MC.
Ministerio de Cultura de Peru, 14 November 2022.
https://cdn.www.gob.pe/uploads/document/file/3845950/RVM%20252-2022-VMPCIC-
MC.pdf.pdf?v=1668693714

Informe de la Autoridad Cientifica CITES Per(, “El San Pedro” o “Achuma’: El género
Echinopsis, Taxonomia, distribucion y comercio. Ministero del Ambiente de Peru, 2013.
https://www.minam.gob.pe/diversidadbiologica/wp-content/uploads/sites/21/2014/02/EI-
San-Pedro-0-Achuma-g%C3%A9nero-Echinopsis.-Taxonom%C3%ADa-
disribuci%C3%B3n-y-Comercio.pdf

Sugden, Laurel Anne and Josip Orlovac Del Rio, “The Ark: Biocultural Sustainability for the
San Pedro Cactus” in Ethnopharmacologic Search for Psychoactive Drugs (Vol. 3):
Proceedings from the 2022 Conference. Forthcoming, Synergetic Press, 2024.

Ostolaza, Carlos. Todos los Cactus Del Peru, 2nd Edition. 2019.

Links:

HuachumacCollective.org

Instagram & Facebook: @huachuma.collective

Colectivo Huachuma is a Peruvian Non-Profit Association based in Lima,
registered in Public Records with RUC #20610749659.
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